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Dear Friends, 

It’s the time of year when kids are getting out of school and families are 

traveling to go on vacation.  It’s when time slows down, sports schedules 

are replaced with beach days on the calendar, and life is less hectic.  It’s a 

time to reconnect with one another, to spend time sipping lemonade on the 

porch while watching a sunset.   

Graduation and the school year may be over for our youth and young adults, but learning 

never ends.  This summer I invite us all to become teachers and students, not in a class-

room, but of each other.  As we gather to spend time with family and friends, at cookouts, 

while on vacations, even on rainy days indoors, may we take a moment to learn some-

thing from someone else.  As adults, I invite you to learn something from a child or young 

adult.  Learn a new computer skill, how to play a video game, or what their new hobby is.  

Take time to share talents with one another. As you learn a new joke or a magic trick from 

them, teach them in return how to carve something out of wood, how to plant a vegetable 

that will grow, how to cook that secret family recipe, or sew a piece of clothing.  Perhaps 

you can teach them the stories of your childhood, the stories that were passed down to 

you by your parents.   

Many people may feel threatened by how much young kids do and know these days. Paul 

McCartney recently told a reporter, “My grandkids always beat me at Rock Band (a guitar 

playing video game). And I say, “Listen, you may beat me at Rock Band, but I made the 

original records, so shut up.”  Each generation has a new spin on a classic hobby or music.  

Perhaps you share the music you grew up listening to, teaching the young adults that 

many of their songs were remakes or inspired by the songs of your generation.  Perhaps 

you can teach them how to enjoy the simple things in life, like making an acorn whistle.   

Each of us has a talent, a story, a gift we can share, young and old.  Let us not take the 

summer off from learning, but instead, learn from one another 

the stories and activities that will become precious memories 

for all. Remember to take time to listen to others because you 

can learn something new every day if you listen.   

May your mind grow as your relationships deepen this summer 

through learning and teaching one another.   

Blessings, 

Pastor Sarah  

Editor’s Note: 
Beginning this 
month “The Herald” 
will be titled by the 
month that is up-
coming– this issue is 
“The JUNE Herald” 
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Sidebar                            Aging is punishment for a crime I did not commit. 
                Diehard de Chardin 

 
Two years ago I noticed a “raised” dot of skin on the edge of the nail base of my left 
hand long finger.  (I used to refer to that appendage as the middle finger but I have lis-
tened to my surgeon recently refer to that finger as the “long” finger.)  At my annual 
wellness visit, aka, physical, I finally remembered to mention the raised dot to my pri-
mary care physician.  He gave it a puzzled look and holding my left hand in his left hand began 
pushing on the dot with the index finger of his right hand.  “Hmmm” he exhaled, “does it hurt?”  
Nope. “I don't know what that is, never seen one before.  How long have you had it?”  If there's one 
thing I expect my doctor to have it would be answers.  Couple of years.  How long have you 
been a doctor?  I keep forgetting to mention it to you.  “Well, I can send you to a dermatolo-
gist.”  So off I went. 
 
Getting an appointment with a dermatologist isn't as easy as it sounds.  There is far more need than 
there are dermatologists.  At my first go around I made several appointments asking to be on the 
cancellation list with multiple doctors. I was overbooking in a way, however I did explain that I 
would cancel the appointment when I got an appointment with the first lucky doctor who called.  A 
lottery of sorts with my appointment being the prize.  I figure if doctors and airlines can overbook I 
could as well.  I did explain that the award would go to the first caller and I would notify the other 
losers.  Then I remembered I have a friend who works in a dermatologist's office and I called her.  I 
was in in two days and I cancelled the other appointments.  Sorry, no consolation prize! 
 
The doc took one look and knew immediately it was a cyst caused by a rupture in the fluid sac that 
lubricates the joints.  I can't help you with this, you need a surgeon.  So at least I had an answer and 
a new referral.  The surgeon was a familiar name because he had scooped out a couple of “things” 
earlier in my life – one on my face and one on my back - “Thing One and Thing Two” as I recall tell-
ing that story.  The x-ray revealed a bone spur in the first joint that had penetrated whatever the de-
livery system is that transports lubricating fluid to joints.  “Does it hurt?” he wanted to know.  Not 
too much but it does after I stick a needle in it to relieve the pressure.  “Well stop doing 
that.  If the joint gets infected it is 'good-bye' finger.”  Okay, I said convinced he wasn't fooling 
around.  What causes that?  “Aging,” he said, “I can get you in on Monday for the surgery.”  Sur-
gery?  Can't you just do it now since I'm here?  “Look, this is a surgical procedure and I need 
a sterile environment.  I'll see you Monday.”  Okay, I said but I was thinking There goes my golf 
game. 
 
The surgery went well and the nurses, doctors and technicians were wonderful.  I was wheeled in to 
the recovery room where I told the nurse I had seen a bright light and I came back anyway.  She just 
rolled her eyes, smiled and asked, “Can I get you something to drink?”  Yeah a ginger ale would 
be great thank you.  My surgeon came in to “check” on me and he said, “I got the spur and guess 
what else I found in there?”  Couldn't say. Jimmy Hoffa? 
“The end of a needle you broke off with your antics.  Wait 'til I tell your wife.”  he said.  Well here 
she is now so go ahead and tell her.  He did and Beth's reply, “Well that's not a surprise.” 
 
Now I have a big fat bandage complete with a protective splint on my left hand long finger that 
sticks out like a sore thumb.  It has been the cause of many inquiries to which I happily report the 
entire story complete with over dramatization.  What can I do?  I'm not a surgeon, plumber, or elec-
trician – I am a story teller.  Story tellers tell the story.  God is good and has given us many gifts and 
none are better than the others just needed at various times.  What is your gift? 
 
Blessings, 
Dr. J 
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SPIRITUAL PASTORAL CARE CORNER 

     Communication has been on my mind a great deal the last few months.  Both our speaker for 

the Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group and the Art of Dying speaker on bereavement and end-of

-life pastoral care shared new ways to think about communication.  Our Alzheimer’s speaker 

Kaylene said seven percent of communication is through words, thirty-eight percent tone of voice 

and the remaining fifty-five percent body language. 

     I believe communication is a great deal deeper than conversation.  Jesus says in John 6 V: 63, 

“…The words that I speak are spirit and they are life.”  Communication at its simplest and deepest 

form, IS Spirit.  Remember gazing at your baby, and counting each laugh and smile?  Remember 

those first, tentative words?  Remember those last minutes with a beloved, when words were sim-

ple, or there were no words at all?   Spirit and love continue on throughout life’s journey and are 

communicated to those we love and by those who love us. 

      Some people; those who’ve suffered a stroke, a brain tumor, an accident, the progression of 

varying types of dementias, lose their ability to speak fluidly and understand the spoken word. They 

forget names, and it appears to many loving family and friends that they forget relationships and 

maybe even love.  That’s not true.  Where there was love, love remains. I heard the story of a hus-

band, who didn’t call his loving wife by name, and yet he danced with her every night and told her 

she was as beautiful as she was in their wedding pictures.  Verbal communication may fail; love 

never does. 

     My father called only a few people by name.  Often I was called “Dearie” along with his extraor-

dinary friend and Director of Activities, Emily.  The smile on his face, his hearty, open- armed wel-

coming told us everything we needed to know; he loved us with all his heart.  Despite our journey 

through Alzheimer’s, love never ended. 

     In turn, family, friends and caretakers communicate love through actions, not words. There is a 

great story about St. Francis of Assisi.  One day he told an acolyte he wanted to teach him how to 

preach.  As they walked throughout the neighborhood, Francis chatted with the villagers, blessed 

their children and their animals, and shared what little he had with the poor and destitute.  As the 

day grew longer, his acolyte asked when he would learn how to preach.  Saint Francis answered, 

“Preach the gospel always, and if necessary, use words.”   Every caregiver is “…preaching the 

gospel…” when they show love, mercy and compassion in sometimes the most difficult circum-

stances imaginable.  Caregivers show their love through tone, touch, demeanor and action. 

     Love never ends.  At end-of-life, bereavement counselor Rochelle suggested that if possible, 

family and friends touch their love – take their hand – pat their faces. Even if they seem unrespon-

sive, talk about the good times, the memories you’ll always cherish, and tell them love never ends.  

When my mom was unresponsive and close to death, her priest came to administer Last Rites.  He 

held her hand and recited The Twenty-Third Psalm.  She opened her eyes and looked into his face.  

Love never ends. 

     Communication is not about language or even cognitive integration.  It is, at its deepest level all 

about love, and love never ends.      Roberta Nehrenz 
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Vacation Bible School 

You are invited to MOVE, ACT, CARE, FOLLOW and SHARE at G-Force:  
God’s Love in Action Vacation Bible School.  Children age 4 through 5

th
 grade (as of April 2015) are 

welcome to explore and experience serving God and others with active love.  The fun begins June 21 
and ends June 25 from 6-8 PM. The adventure includes music that will energize your ears, interactive 
Bible fun, super science projects, cool crafts, hands- on mission work, delicious snacks, and great 
games.  To register, please fill out the VBS form which is on the welcome center or ask Wendy Brown 
to email you one.   

 

If you just finished 6
th
 grade or higher, I need helpers that week also.  If you can help with our small 

groups of children, we always need many helpers.  You too, will need to register, just mark, HELPER, 
across the top of the registration form. 

 

 

VBS supplies needed 

If anyone is willing, we need some supplies for our VBS week.  We have about 100 children, so we 
need your help. 

Apples (20- red)      Hotdogs (250) 
Grapes (5 bunches- green or red)    Buns (250) 
Marshmallow cream (3 large jars or 1 jumbo)  Chips (20 bags) 
Carrots (2 lbs)      Chip dip (5 lg. tubs) 
Celery (2 bunches)      Graham crackers (5 boxes) 
Cucumbers (6)      Roasting marshmallows (6 bags) 
Ranch dressing (4 large)     Chocolate bars (25 bars) 
Salsa (4 large)      Mustard (2 bottles) 
Nacho chips (4 bags)     Ketchup (3 bottles) 
Sugar cones (100)      Relish (2 bottles) 
Mini marshmallows (4 bags)    Onions (2-chopped) 
Chocolate chips (4 lg bags)    Napkins (1000) 
Teddy grahams (6 boxes)     Cups (250- clear 7 oz) 
Bowls (100- small)      Cups (500- drinking 7 oz) 
Plates (500)       Cups (300- drinking 9 oz) 
Lemonade mix (3 lg tubs)     Milk (2 gallons) 
Food coloring (1 box)     Straws (200- straight– no bend) 
 
 
 
 
 

VBS leadership meeting 

We will have 2 meetings for Vacation Bible School leadership.  The first one will be June 7 after the 
Worship Service.  We will meet in David Bacon room at 10:30 AM.  It will be a 45 minute meeting. 
Then on June 18, we will gather for a working time.  This will be at 10:00 AM and we will set up all the 
supplies for week of VBS. 
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  ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP MEETING 

Next Meeting: June 2, 6:30PM David Bacon 

2nd Payment of $100 due June 1st 

NEED VOLUNTEERS TO MAN TABLES FOR FUND-

RAISING ON SUNDAY May 31st and June 7th.  

Any questions, please see Pastor Sarah. 

Boy Scout Rummage Sale 

Once again, the Boy Scouts are hosting a Rummage Sale on May 29-30.  If you 
have items that you would like to donate, they can come to the church beginning 
on Wednesday, May 27.  If you need someone to pick up items, contact Wendy 
Brown in the church office and pick up will be arranged.  Last year this proved to 
be a great fund raiser for the troop and we hope it will be the same this year.   

 

 

 

 

Sunday School 

During the summer, we give our Sunday School teachers a well-deserved break.  We need some   
volunteers during the summer to help with our One Room School House class.  This will be for      
children age 3 to grade 3.  They will meet in room 207 from 9:30 – 10:30 (same time as summer wor-
ship).  If you have children in that age group, I would love to have you volunteer for ONE week 

to teach.  Please see Wendy to sign up; curriculum will be provided for you. 

ATTENTION  

COLLEGE STUDENTS AND YOUNG 

ADULTS 
 

Pastor Sarah will be hosting “Coffee Chat” 

at PANERA BREAD 

689 Howe Ave 

Cuyahoga Falls, OH 

Monday, June 8 & 22 

4-6PM 
 

Come join us to chat, catch up, talk about 

school and life, and reconnect with your 

Youth Group friends.   
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SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS: 

Beginning May 31, 2015 we will start our new summer worship time.  There will be one Worship service each 
Sunday  at 9:30 AM.  One room school house will be open for children 3rd grade and younger during worship.  
We will meet in room 207. This schedule will last through the Sunday of Labor day weekend, September 6, 
2015. 

It’s that time again… 
Board secretaries, Committee chairs, Moderator, Church Clerk, Pastoral staff, Finance, etc. – The “Annual          
Reports” of the past fiscal year’s activities (June 2014 – May 2015) are due in the office by Sunday, May 24, 
2015.  Following the May 12th Board meetings, please review your activities and submit a typed report (keep 
to one page if possible).  You may email it as an attachment to tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net or drop it off in 
my mail box in the copy room.                    Thank you for your year of dedication to your church,  Nancy Beken 

Announcement-  Annual Meeting:    June 14, 2015 

The 2015 Annual Congregational Meeting of The First Congregational Church of Tallmadge will be held Sun-
day, June 14, following the 9:30 a.m. worship service.  The purpose of this meeting is to review the annual 
reports and approve the minutes of the Annual meeting of 2014.  There will also be an election of officers and 
board members for June 2015 – May 2016.  Your attendance is greatly appreciated as a quorum is required. 

Come carry a flag in the Tallmadge Memorial Day parade!   

Join 90 year old WW II Veterans who are carrying flags.  If you are interested please call 
David Meyer at 330-328-1165 or email him at dmeyer356@hotmail.com   The parade will 
begin assembling at Our lady of Victory church, just north of Tallmadge Circle at 9:30 a.m. 

on Monday, May 25.  The step off will start promptly at 10 a.m.  After a short ceremony at the cemetery on  
Southwest Ave., everything should wrap up close to 11:30 a.m.  Flags on their poles and a single harness web 
belt with a pocket for the flagpole are supplied. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Yarning for Peace, the prayer shawl and Baptism blanket ministry, will be taking a break for the 

summer beginning with the June meeting.  We will resume again on Monday, September 21st.  
Although we won't be meeting, please continue to work on your prayer shawls because those 
who might need a prayer shawl don't take a break.  You may leave your finished shawls in the 
church mail room or the quilters room labeled with Yarning for Peace.  For further information 

contact Dee West at 330-633-4421. 

mailto:tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

All God’s Children – June 2 , 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
A supportive group for families and friendships with people who are gay, lesbian, transgender, and bisexual 
(GLBT) within our congregation.  We meet in the Heritage Room every month on the 1st Tuesday. 

            Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group       

                      Tuesday, May 26, at 11:00 A.M. 
 

”The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caregiver Support Groups are designed to provide   
emotional, educational and social support for caregivers through regularly scheduled meetings.  They help 
participants develop methods and skills to solve problems.  The groups encourage  caregivers to maintain 
their own personal, physical and emotional health, as well as optimally care for the person with dementia.”             

Project Summit presents: 

Wounded Warrior amputee softball team in a 
Double Header against Akron Fire Dept & The     
Akron Racers: 

Saturday, June 20, 2015 @ 5:00 p.m. 

Firestone Stadium:  1575 Firestone Parkway,           
Akron , OH 

Tickets are $10 each. 

Congregators Luncheon:  Our Congregators group will be going to Perkins Restaurant                               

130 W. Streetsboro St., Hudson, Ohio on June 2nd.  We will meet at noon.  If you have not been called 
you may contact  Karen Sauerbrey at 330-920-1285.  New members are always welcomed.   

Bath Church UCC presents…                                                

Israel: A Biblical Journey                                                                 

with Optional 4 night discover Jordan Post Tour extension  

November 11-19, 2015 

For more information contact Bath Church @ 330-666-3520 

 
Tallmadge Ministerial Association  

presents 
“TALLMADGE SERVE DAY” 

September 19, 2015 
 

The churches of Tallmadge are coming together to bless the city.  We are hoping to help 4 homeowners with 
yard clean ups, paint and minor repairs to homes. We are need of: 

 A home contractor– someone who can lead the team in the work projects with the know-how 
 Someone to be a spiritual leader of the group and connect with the homeowners 
 Volunteers to work on the house projects. 
 

If you are interested in participating in this, please contact Pastor Sarah by June 1st.  
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 WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP

 Gentlemen

W. F

Hold Me Tight Workshop  

Deepening Connection for Couples: “Hold Me Tight” 
We are created by God to be relational - to be connected to others. In marriage, we live 

out this need to be connected to another in a way far more complex and intimate than 

any other relationship. This connection, which is relational and spiritual, is key to being content in this special 

relationship. The workshop will be led by Norma Bryant, a licensed professional clinical counselor and member 

of our church, and David Teare, a licensed professional clinical counselor.  All couples are welcome, whether 

newly married, married for decades, or thinking about getting married.  Please come join us!  Workshop dates 

are Saturday, August 15th and 22nd, 9am-3:30pm each day.  Childcare and lunches are provided. Cost is $175 

per couple. Registration and payment is due by August 1st - just call Norma Bryant (330-618-0826) to register 

and for more information.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Youth Mission Trip Fundraiser 

Sundays, May 31st and June 7th 

Help our Youth group “Bridge the Gap” between Ohio and Missouri! 

High school students will be selling blocks valued at $10, $20, and $50 that will help us 
make it to Missouri to work at Emmaus Homes.  Emmaus is a residential campus for active 
adults with severe physical and mental disabilities.  We will do projects to upkeep the facili-
ties as well as befriend residents through evening activities with them. 

*For every block you purchase, you will receive a postcard from Missouri telling you about our trip! 

Thank you for supporting our youth!  
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UCC Information: 

and many other ways depending on the needs of the local or wider church. 

Contact Dr. John for questions about Partners in Ministry.  

 

AREAS OF SERVICE The following are areas of service within the United Church of Christ where a 
trained lay person may be called according to his or her level of training and the needs of the church 
or association to:  

lead committees and boards; 

lead workshops; 

direct Christian Education;  

train church school teachers;  

coordinate Vacation Bible School; 

teach children, youth, and adults; 

lead Bible studies; 

assist with confirmation class leadership; 

be an advisor for youth groups;  

work in special after school programs; 

assist with new member classes; 

do training for Caring Ministry program 

be a liturgist in worship;  

licensed ministry 

lay preaching;  

It’s Time to Sign –Up for Synod in Cleveland 
June 26-30 

 
Volunteer some of your time and talent at Synod and then participate in all that   
synod has to offer! The United Church of Christ is expecting over 4,000 guests and 
delegates at Synod this June. We need your help to extend an extravagant welcome to all. 
  
Come join 450 friends you haven't met yet as we volunteer at General Synod in downtown Cleveland from 
June 24 to 30. We need volunteers in a variety of areas and would love to use your talents. 
Want to smile and greet?    We need you! 
Want to serve communion and usher?   We need you! 

Want to be a floor steward?  We need you! 

Want to take notes at meetings?   We need you! 
Want to help with kids and youth?   We need you! 

 
See Mike Collins at the General Synod Information Table 

Or send him an email at mikecollinsae@gmail.com 
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News from Family Promise 

The week of May 3rd was our hosting week at Northwest, with our new support church from Zion  
Apostolic.  Our great volunteers were Marilyn Wade, Scott/Alisa Kemph, Jim/Vivian McNenny, Tim 
Burns, JoAnn Wyler, Susan Schunk, Ken Caldwell, Sharon Bible, Jim and Betty Cottrill.  Our             
volunteers are the greatest, and the week went so well.  We had 2 families to start the week off, 3 
adults and 2 children.  On Thursday evening, we had a new family  which consisted of a 1 adult and 
2 children.  I was talking to one of the women and asking about our food and the church, and she 
said that she would rate it No. 1.  So the credit of that goes back to our wonderful volunteers from 
our three churches.  It is our pleasure to help the families in anyway that we can, but we always get 
more blessings from them than we give.   

Thanks to everyone that does anything for Family Promise,  we appreciate everything that you do. 

Betty 

  BOOKMARKS  

Happy Springtime…..finally, 

Hope everyone is looking forward to a fun, safe summer with places to go and 
things to see! 

I would like to bring your attention to some books about key historical moments in the Akron area.  Particularly 
addressing the rise and fall of the “Rubber Capital of the World.” 

The first book is titled, “Wheels of Fortune” by Steve Love and David Giffels.  This is a must read for any of you 
who were connected – personally, or through relatives or friends - with any of the rubber plants.  This book is 
very interesting and the real stories behind the years that made Akron the Rubber Capital of the world are 
what brought about its title.  The people dealing with all the events and the pictures alone are worth your time. 

The second book is titled, “The Rest is History” by Mark J. Price.  This is a collection of events that occurred be-
tween the late 1800’s and the late 1900’s in the Akron area.  The stories and pictures include movie stars, presi-
dents, and notable local interest occurrences.  For example:  “Duke the dog” who attended Betty Jane school 
every day; also Kippy’s, a downtown landmark restaurant.  There are over 200 stories about Akron’s vibrant 
past.   I have really enjoyed this book.  So many things most of us never knew about Akron and the surrounding 
area.  An easy read book. 

We have a source of many books available – free – on military events such as World War II, Korea, and etc.  
Please contact me if you are interested.  My phone number: 330 926 1609. 

Thank you, 

Jo Hostutler 

Enjoy life….there are no re-runs.  (quote by Shirl Lowery) 

STARLIGHT RANCH THANK YOU 

     All at the Starlight Ranch had a rip-roaring time.   The spectacular décor and fabulous entertain-
ment took us back to the “old west”. Thanks to the youth servers and those who donated time and 
food to make this night a success. We were able to rise over $2, 000 for adult and youth missions.  
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 To First Congregational Church Family,  Thank you so much for the gift card you gave me on Choir Ap-
preciation Sunday.  It is a joy to work with this choir and serve this  congregation.    Nancy Lynn Robin-
son 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the music department through your donations to the Music Me-
morial Fund this past Easter.  Your generous gift makes it possible for the wonderful instrumental music at the 
Christmas Eve and Easter Services.     Nancy Lynn Robinson 
 
Dear First Congregational Church:  I can not thank you enough for the prayer shawl.  It is beautiful and I appreciate 
your many prayers.  I am slowly recovering which makes me so impatient. I know God is working with me and will 
never leave me!                  Thank you again,  Sherry Soppi-Gron 
 
Thank you, Congregation, for all the donations of shoes for the Shoe Project that Partners Against Trafficking Humans – 
Stark (PATHS) organized.  We collected 245 pairs from FCC and over 1200 pairs total for the project.  We put the shoes on 
the hill that faces US62 at Malone University in the shape of the state of Ohio to represent the number of youth trafficked 
each year (1078) and the number of people trafficked around the world currently – 1:27,000 people.  So if we lined up 
27,000 people behind each pair of shoes, we would have 27,000,000 people currently trafficked.  We then took the shoes 
to Mt. Union University and displayed them all around the corridors of the Criminal Justice building.  We struck gold that 
day because it was College Visit Day for high school seniors, and we had lots of opportunities to talk to the youth and their 
parents.  I’m so proud of the way our church stepped up for this project!    Ginny Collins 
 
Dear Fellow First Congregational Church Members,  It was pure delight to receive your two cards during the church ser-
vice on Choir Appreciation Sunday.  One of them I’ll enjoy reading the kind words and the other I’ll savor the delicious 
tastes over and over again.  It is my great joy to sing and play to God. God has given me the gift of music– pure joy.  Love, 
Sandy Barabas 
 
Rev. Schluep,  Just wanted to send a note saying again how much we appreciated the service you did for my Mother, Janet 
Forshey.  It was perfect and exactly what she would have wanted.  Sincerely, Jack & Bill Forshey. 
 
Dear Friends, I would like to thank the Social Action Committee for inviting me to assist in the musical entertainment at 
the Starlight Ranch event.  Thanks also for the gift card and deputy sheriff honor. The kindness and generosity of our 
church and congregation is a blessing.  Al Lytle 
 
Dear First Congregational Church,  Thank you so much for sending flowers to my grandmother’s funeral.  It meant so 
much to have my church family help me through this difficult time.  I feel so blessed to work with you and call you my 
friends.  Love,  Sarah & Andrew 
 
Dearest Church Friends, 
We would like to thank each of you for all the love you have shown our family during the sad and difficult journey we have 
traveled during Jim’s illness and death.  Your many calls, care, concern, prayers, cards, flowers, kindness and thoughtful-
ness truly “raised’ us up” just as the song says.  Jim is in a much better place now where he no longer suffers.  He will be 
greatly missed.  We especially thank Dr. John for Jim’s beautiful celebration of life service along with Nancy Lynn for her 
memorable. Music.  The planter and flowers were lovely that you sent.  We are forever grateful for the day we joined this 
wonderful church we love so much.  You have touched our hearts and turned our darkness into light.  Our love,  Judy 
Salmond, The Mark Bowers Family, The William Bowers Family and Debbie Fickes 
 
Dear Church Family;  I was overwhelmed at the get well cards, special notes and phone calls I received from you during 
my surgery and the unexpected illness that followed.  Thank you to Dr. John & Rev. Sarah for the hospital visits and the 
special prayers and thanks to the prayer shawl group for the beautiful shawl.  I am still recovering but thanks to the Lord 
and this amazing church family for your continued thoughts and prayers I am on my way to feeling better.  What a bless-
ing each of you are in my life.  Thank you from  the bottom of my heart.   
May God Bless you.  Karen Sauerbrey 
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Note from WJHM: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Share Your Burdens 

In Max Lucado’s book, In The Eye of The Storm (published in 1991) is a story about a     
parakeet named Chippie.  Chippie the parakeet never saw it coming.  One second he was 
peacefully perched in his cage, and the next he was sucked in, washed up and blown 
over. 

The problem began when Chippie’s owner decided to clean Chippie’s cage with a vacuum cleaner.  She put 
the end of the hose into Chippie’s cage to clean the bottom, but then the phone rang.  She turned to an-
swer the phone, and barely said “hello” when she heard “ 

Ssssopp!”  Chippie was sucked into the vacuum.  The bird owner gasped, put down the phone , turned off 
the vacuum, and quickly opened the bag.  There was Chippie… still alive, but stunned. Because the bird was 
covered with dust and dirt, she raced him to the bathroom, turned on the water and held Chippie under the 
running water.  Then, realizing that Chippie was socked and shivering, she did what any compassionate bird 
owner would do… she reached for the hair blow dryer and blasted Chippie with hot air.  Poor Chippie never 
knew what hit him.  A  few days after the trauma, the reporter who had initially written about the traumatic 
event called Chippie’s owner to see how the bird was recovering.  “Well”., the owner replied, “Chippie 
doesn’t sing much anymore… he just sits and stares”.   

Does life leave you feeling sucked in, washed up, and blown over?  Stephen Ministers respond to Paul's 
command in Galatians 6:2 “Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ”, by walking 
with those who are hurting.  If you feel sucked in, washed up, and blown over and need someone to share 
your burden, call Sharon Harms, (330) 699-9794 or Rev. Dr. John Schluep or Rev. Sarah Courtney, 330-633-
4931. 

mailto:acwjhm@gmail.com
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The Prayer Chain Connection.   
There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns 
and celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and    
placing it in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may 
wish to call  Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

Condolences:  

Noreen Ashley   
Tim Ashley 
Janette Beckwith 
Marian Belisle 
Marilyn Berta (Coletta Spoler’s 
daughter) 
Jack  & Nancy Burgess 
Carol Carter 
Mark Clark 
Dick & Jean  DeWitt 
Jean Freyman 
Tom Freyman 
Deanna Getowski 
Sherry Soppi– Gron 
Joseph Hedrick 
Fay James 
Ray Jurkowski 
Joe Kainrad 
Jim Kelly 

John King 
Dolores Koneval 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Jane Mullins 
Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Bill Peverall 
Gary Rambler  
Karen Sauerbrey 
Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Jay Showalter 
Charles Stayshich 
Wanda Strott 
Janet & Russ Terrell 
Betty Vestal 
Steve Wood 
Donice Wooster 
Rita Wray 

Olive Yohey 
Pat & Zim Zimmerman 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regi-
ment [Ohio Nat’l Guard) 
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support 
Group 
Prayer chain members & those who 
need our prayers 
 

Please Remember in Prayer    

Sincere sympathy to the family and friends of Janet Forshey who passed away on April 17, 2015.  A memorial 
service was held on April 23, 2015 at the Donovan Funeral home. The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated.   

Deepest sympathy to Gary & Kim Edwards and family on the loss of  Gary's mother, Jackie.  Jacqueline       
Edwards passed away on May 8, 2015.  A Memorial service was held on May 14, 2015 at the Donovan 
Bagnoli Funeral Home.  The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated. 

It is a privilege to offer prayers on your behalf.  Our prayer request list can become quite lengthy!  If you 

feel there is no longer a need to remain on the prayer list please contact the church office at 330.633.4931, 

thank you.  Pastoral Care Staff 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

May 24  Dr. John Schluep 

May 31 

June 7 

June 14  Dr. John Schluep 

June 21 

June 28  Dr. John Schluep 

May 24 Don & Judy Woerz, Julie Long, Barbara Stutler 

May 31  Stephen Ministers 

June 7   Mike & Marty Sermersheim, Kathy & Carl Buser 

June 14  Don & Glenna Simmons, Eleanor Hall, Barbara Botimer 

June 21  Dick & Pat Kemph, Scott & Alisa Kemph 

June 28  Todd & Erin Hoffman, Curt & Janice Carlton 

     Altar Flowers 

May 24  Dodge 

May 31 Betty Cottrill 

June 7 Petersons, Kreitzburg 

June 14 Sir Louis 

June 21 Morrow 

June 28  Ligett?, Poff, Zimmer 

May 24  Jim & Dee West,  Bill & Ann Emmitt 

May 31  Jane Huffman, Jim McNenny, Bea & Larry Clarke 

June 7   Guy & Stephanie Joyner, Mark & Leslie Bowers 

June 14  Larry & Bea Clarke, Angus & Ruth McNair 

June 21  Don Simmons, Bob McPherson, Ken Caldwell, Tim Burns 

June 28  Kim & Gary Fulton, John Huffman, Susan Schunk 

USHERS 
Acolytes 

May 24  Derek Peters, Hannah Carlton 

 

April 26 

8:30 Worship       37 

10 am Worship  228 

 

May 3 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship  270 

 

 

May 10 

8:30 Worship       35 

10 am Worship  301 

 

May 17 

8:30 Worship      28 

10 am Worship  248 

General Operating Fund Note:  During April, 2015, receipts of $35,062 were ($8,043) below the monthly budget.  Actual 
expenses for April were $41,856 leaving a deficit for the month of ($6,794) and a year-to-date deficit of ($16,920).         
Operating expense is $2,348 under budget year-to-date, which is good news considering the winter-seasonal increase of 
many expenses.  However, operating revenue is now ($19,267) under budget, primarily due to the level of Faith Offerings 
during February and April.  Our cumulative Operating Fund Deficit sits at ($44,683).  Signing up for electronic transfers is an 
easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals and to pre-arrange regular purchases of SCRIP cards.  Faith Offerings can also 
be mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to support the SCRIP Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket     
purchases.  
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June 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31 1 

 
7 pm Heritage 
 

 

2     7am Bagnoli  

Bible Study 

Noon                       
Congregators,  
 
 

6:30 Mission trip 
meeting in D.Bacon 
7:00 p.m. All God’s  

Children– Heritage 

3    9  Quilters 
 
 
 

 
6:30 Stephen Minis-
ters– David Bacon 
 

4  

 

11:30 WF to Akron 
Woman’s  Club 

5 

 

6 

 

 8 
 
 
4-6 pm Coffee 

Chat @Panera 

 

 7 p.m. Heritage 
 
 

9 
 7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
 

7 pm Board 
Meetings 
8:15 Executive 
Council 

10  9 am Quilters 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

11 

 

 
 
 
 
 

12 

 

Herald Deadline 

13 

High School 
Mission Trip 

 15 

 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

 

 

16 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
 
6:00  Card Making 

17 

  9 am Quilters 

Herald 

 
6:30 Stephen Minis-
try 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

19 

Mission trip  

returns 

20 

 

 

 22 

7 pm Heritage 

4-6pm Coffee Chat 
@Panera 

 

6 pm VBS 

23 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 

 
 
 
6 pm VBS 

24 
9 am Quilters 

 

 

 
 

6 pm VBS 

25 

 

 
 
 
 
6 pm VBS 

26       

GERNERAL     
SYNOD 
 
12 AARP 

27 

 

 29 30 
11 am Alzheimer 
support group 

    

 

 

31  
9:30 Worship 
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9:30 Worship 

 

 

 

 

6 pm WJHM 

 
 

 

14   9:30 Worship 

 

10:30 Annual 

Meeting 

 

 
 

21   

9:30 Worship 

 

 

 

6 pm VBS 

  6 pm WJHM     

 

28 

9:30 Worship 

10:30 SPCM 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 
           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 
Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                           Roberta Nehrenz                                         330-634-0713                           rgnehrenz@att.net  
 
Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 
Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008 
Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 
   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 
   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   
Yarning for Peace  Dee West                    330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Assistant & Secretary  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Receptionist, Herald, Bulletin   bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Christian Education  wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: May 20 , 2015 

___________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rgnehrenz@att.net

